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Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

21 JUNE 1867 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr S.P. Phillips 

Mr E. Hamersley 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

Major Crampton, Officer Commanding The Troops, Sworn.  Major Robert Henry Crampton, Officer 

Commanding the Troops, took the usual Oath and his seat as Member of the Legislative Council. 

Address Of His Excellency Governor Hampton.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR read the following Address. 

1. Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, -  

 The Bills to be introduced during this Session are not likely to occupy much of your time, and, 

with the exception of those affecting the finances, do not seem to require any remarks from me 

at present. 

2. When those money bills are considered in detail, there will be placed before you conclusive 

evidence that the financial affairs of the colony are in a very flourishing condition.  But I may 

now state that the Revenue actually received for 1866 was £4,730 in excess of the total 

expenditure, and, as such expenditure included the redemption of a public debt of £1,750 

incurred nine years ago, the ordinary expenditure on account of the past year may fairly be 

taken as £6,480 less than the revenue. 

3. It appears from a Return of over and under drafts for the year 1866, which will be laid on the 

table, that the former amounted to £14,210, and the latter to £3,816, making a balance of 

£10,394 not provided for on the Estimate. 
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4. The chief items in this excess of expenditure are: Roads and Bridges, £4,183; a public debt of 

old standing, £1,750; expenses connected with the Camden Harbour Establishment, £2,265; 

Police, £1,650; and Charitable Allowances, £878. 

5. The first item is already authorised by a Rezolution of this Council, passed unanimously on the 

25th September last, the second is sanctioned by the Ordinance No 8 of 1856, and the others 

were wholly unavoidable. 

6. The steady increase in the Revenue for several years past, and the facts connected with its 

having exceeded the Estimate of 1866 to the extent of £15,123, of which £10,191 arose from 

Customs, and £3,717 from Land, appear to justify a proposed addition of £11,943 to the 

estimated revenue of 1868 as compared with that for the current year, and the appropriation of 

£19,758 for roads, bridges, and buildings, being £8,043 more than is provided this year for 

each purposes. 

7. Public Offices are urgently wanted at Albany, and Police Stations in the Victoria District.  

There are several objections and difficulties connected with the employment of convict labour 

in erecting buildings in such remote localities, and provision has therefore been made in the 

Draft Estimates for the execution of these works by contract. 

8. As no more Bridges or Jetties of importance are required, the greater part of the unskilled, 

convict labour at my disposal will be appropriated for making and repairing roads throughout 

the colony, while the mechanics will be chiefly employed in constructing a Market Place and 

Town Hall at Perth. 

9. A suitable steam Dredging Machine for use in the river Swan has been ordered from England, 

and I have asked the Secretary of State to allow it to be forwarded by a convict ship, to avoid 

the heavy expense of freight. 

10. Tabular statements will be laid on the table with reference to the operation of the Post Office 

Savings Bank from the commencement, showing amongst other interesting results, that at the 

end of last month the total deposits in this useful Institution amounted to £18,387.  Part of this 

sum is invested in such a manner as to cover the payment of interest to depositors. 

11. The question regarding the arrangements which may be rendered necessary or expedient by the 

discontinuance of Transportation remains in abeyance, and there has not been any 

correspondence between the Secretary of State and myself on this point since I explained to 

you, on the 20th September last, how the case then stood.  All the Despatches on the subject 

are on the table, and show that no steps are likely to be taken in the matter until there are 

indications that a permanent diminution of considerable extent in the number of convicts is 

about to commence. 

12. Numerous useful public works are in progress; the successful settlement of the new North 

country is secured; exports are increasing; business generally is in a satisfactory state; there is 

no public debt or outstanding liability of any kind; the revenue has during recent years proved 

to be in excess of the expenditure; and we have a fair balance in hand to meet any unforeseen 

contingency.  Under such circumstances, I think we may rest assured that the colony is in a 

very prosperous condition, and its steady advancement will, I hope, induce many men of 
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enterprise and capital to join those already here in developing the valuable resources of 

Western Australia. 

Mr HARDEY in moving that the Governor’s address be printed expressed his satisfaction at learning that the 

financial affairs of the Colony are in such a favorable condition.  He considered that the past and 

present prosperity of the Colony - the result of steady progress - promised well for the prosperity of the 

future.  Mr Hardey bore testimony to the importance of the public works executed and in progress 

referring more especially to the bridges at North Fremantle, Perth Causeway and the Helena. 

Mr HAMERSLEY seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Papers laid on the table.   

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table the following papers. 

The Blue Book for the year 1866 

Return of the City of Perth Lodge Independent Order of Odd Fellows for the year ending 

26 December 1866 

Return of Underdrafts on the Estimates of 1866 

Return of Overdrafts on the same 

Comparative Statement of Savings Bank Transactions during the years 1864, 1865, and 1866 

Tabular statement of the Post Office Savings Bank from its commencement to the 

31 May 1867 

Memoranda in regard to Post Office Savings Banks 

Account of all sums received and paid at the Post Office Savings Bank from the 1st January to 

31 December 1866 

Colonial Treasurer’s Account with the Post Office Savings Bank 

Colonial Treasurer’s Financial Statement 

2. Despatches Read.   

The following Despatches were read with reference to the furnishing of Government House. 

The Right Hon I Cardwell to Governor Hampton, Circular 25 June 1866 

Governor Hampton to the Right Hon I Cardwell, No 167 - 21 August 1866 

3. The Order of the Day was read. 

Bills read 1st.   

The following Bills were read a first time. 

A Bill to Regulate the Temporal Affairs of the Religious Society denominated Wesleyan 

Methodists. 

A Bill to declare the Law and Practice in cases of Escheat. 

A Bill to provide for the Appropriation of the Casual Revenue of the Crown arising from 

escheated Estates. 

A Bill to reduce the Duty on the Importation of Tobacco intended for Sheep Wash. 

A Bill to amend the Ordinance to naturalize Bartolomi Ramis. 

A Bill for the protection of Her Majesty’s Naval and Victualling Stores. 

A Bill to facilitate proceedings by persons having claims against the Government. 

1126 



[1867] 

A Bill for adopting certain Acts of the Imperial Parliament. 

A Bill to amend an Ordinance intituled “An Ordinance to incorporate the National Bank of 

Australasia, and for other purposes.” 

A Bill further to amend the Laws relating to Trespasses by Livestock. 

A Bill to naturalize Herman Look. 

A Bill to confirm the Expenditure for the services of the year 1866 beyond the grant for that 

year. 

A Bill to appropriate the sum of                        out of the General Revenue for the service of 

the year 1868. 

Adjourned to Monday, 1st July at eleven o’clock. 

     G.S. Pascoe 

     Assistant Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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1 JULY 1867 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr L. Samson 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day was read. 

Memorial from publicans for a reduction of their license fee.   

 Mr SAMSON presented a Memorial from certain Publicans in Perth and Fremantle praying for a 

reduction of the fee on their licenses and moved that the Memorial be read. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion.  The same was read accordingly. 

Mr SAMSON moved that the Memorial be received. 

THE SURVEYOR GENERAL seconded the motion. 

2. Mr SAMSON calls attention to recent loss by drowning at Fremantle of the harbor master with four of 

his crew.   

 Mr SAMSON called attention to the recent accident at Fremantle resulting in the death by drowning of 

the Harbor Master and four of his crew and suggested the propriety of the Government 

providing a better class of boats for the service.  He also bore testimony to the gallant conduct 

of those who volunteered to proceed to the ΑStrathmore≅ after she fired a signal of distress 

and hoped that their service would be recognized. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR expressed his great regret at the death of the Harbor Master 

who was a most valuable officer and whose loss would be most deeply felt and his admiration 
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at the conduct of those who volunteered to proceed to the vessel.  His Excellency stated that an 

enquiry under the direction of the Surveyor General who is a nautical man would be made as 

to whether or not a necessity exists for providing additional boats of a different class from 

those now in use. 

3. Bill read 2nd.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of “A Bill to regulate the Temporal 

Affairs of the Religious Society denominated Wesleyan Methodists.” 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion.   

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 8th July. 

4. Bill read 2nd.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to declare the Law and 

Practice in cases of Escheat. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion.   

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 8 July. 

5. Bill read 2nd.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to provide for the 

Appropriation of the Casual Revenue of the Crown arising from Escheated Estates. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion.   

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 8 July. 

6. Bill read 2nd.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to reduce the duty on the 

Importation of Tobacco intended for Sheep Wash. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL second the motion.   

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 8 July. 

7. Bill read 2nd.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to naturalize Bartolomi 

Ramis. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion.   

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 8 July. 

8. Bill read 2nd.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill for the protection of Her 

Majesty’s Naval and Victualling Stores. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion.   

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 8 July. 

9. Bill read 2nd.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to facilitate proceedings 

by persons having claims against the Government. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion.   

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 8 July. 
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10. Bill read a 2nd.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill for adopting certain Acts 

of the Imperial Parliament. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion.   

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 8 July. 

11. Bill read a 2nd.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to amend an Ordinance 

intituled “An Ordinance to incorporate the National Bank of Australasia and for other 

purposes.” 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion.   

 The same was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 8 July. 

12. Bill read 2nd.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill further to amend the Laws 

relating to trespass by Live Stock. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion.   

 The same was accordingly read a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 8 July. 

13. Bill read 2nd.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to naturalize Herman 

Look. 

 THE ATTORNEY GENERAL seconded the motion.   

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 8 July. 

14. Memorial re amendment of laws relating to insolvency.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR referring to the Memorial presented by Mr Samson during the 

last Session of the Council praying for an alteration in the Law as to Insolvency and his 

promise to look into the matter stated that after careful consideration he was unable to see any 

necessity for altering the existing Ordinances. 

 Mr SAMSON remarked that since the last meeting he had after due deliberation changed his opinion 

and did not now wish to move further on the matter. 

Adjourned to Tuesday the 2nd July at 10 am. 

     G.S. Pascoe. 

     Assistant Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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2 JULY 1867 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Mr S.P. Phillips 

Mr L. Samson 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day was read. 

 Bill recommitted.   

 A Bill to disclose the Law and Practice in cases of Escheat was recommitted and an alteration having 

been made in section B the third reading of the amended Bill was fixed for Monday the 8th 

July. 

2. Bill read 2nd.   

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the second reading of a Bill to confirm the Expenditure 

for the services of the year 1866 beyond the grant for that year. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 8th July. 

In Committee 

3. Estimates 1868.   

 The Council went into Committee on the Estimates for the year 1868. 

 On the item of estimated Revenue for licenses the Memorial laid on the table yesterday and praying for 

a reduction of the fee for Publicans’ licenses was considered. 
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 Mr SAMSON moved that a reduction of ,25 be made in the fee. 

 Mr HARDEY moved as an amendment that the reduction be only ,10. 

 Mr SAMSON seconded the amendment. 

Amendment put 

    Ayes……………………………………3 

    Noes……………………………………5 

  Ayes    Noes 
 The Honble Surveyor General  The Officer Commanding the Troops 

 Mr Hardey Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Samson Esq   The Honble Attorney General 

     The Honble Collector of Revenue  

     Mr Phillips Esq 

The original motion was not seconded and therefore lapsed. 

 On the vote for the Survey Department Mr PHILLIPS moved that Horse allowance be provided for the 

Surveyor General. 

 Mr SAMSON seconded the motion. 

 After some discussion the subject was dropped. 

 On the Ecclesiastical vote Mr PHILLIPS moved that provision be made for eleven chaplains instead of 

ten. 

 Not seconded. 

 Mr PHILLIPS requested that under the rules of the Council the following protest be noted on the 

minutes. 

 Protest of Mr Phillips.   

The Protest of the undersigned, a member of the Legislative Council of Western Australia, 

against the Colonial estimate for 1868 in providing for the services of ten instead of eleven 

Chaplains at ,100 per annum each and the provision of Horse Allowance for four instead of six 

Chaplains at £25 each. 

1 Because the Government have hitherto provided on the estimate for eleven Chaplains 

and the number of setters has increased and not diminished. 

2 Because in the vicinity of Champion Bay and the whole country North of Newcastle 

Toodjay there is now only one Church of England Clergyman, when there used to be 

two amongst a large population of both free and Convict. 

3 Because by diminishing the estimate it would appear that the Government are 

resolved not to appoint any additional Clergyman with salary from the public funds. 

4 Because the ministration of more than one Clergyman in the above mentioned large, 

populous and important district are now needed more than ever and because the 

reduction is opposed to the general policy of the Government who have appointed a 

fresh resident Magistrate among the same people for whom a Clergyman is urgently 

needed. 

5 Because by diminishing the Horse allowance of the Clergy a serious deduction from a 

very scanty income is made which will be quite unfelt as a financial saving and even 
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the sum proposed to be saved is less by £5 in each case than is allowed to Sub 

Inspectors of Police. 

6 Because these reductions will, it is feared, operate to the discouragement of persons in 

England who have interest themselves in providing Clergymen for the Convicts. 

7 Because the Settlers, particularly at the Greenough Flats, have already subscribed 

largely towards the support of the Clergyman who has lately been removed to 

Geraldton, have cleared extensively and dug a deep well on some land there promised 

by the Government. 

8 It is important to observe in addition that in this the largest and most compact 

agricultural district in the Colony there are two Government schools connected with 

the Church of England in which 25 and 30 children are in daily regular attendance 

and that the value of a Clergyman on the spot to superintend them cannot be overated. 

(sd) S.P. Phillips, MLC. 

4. Appropriation ordinance read 2nd.   

 The Estimates as submitted to the Council having been passed without alteration, His Excellency the 

Governor moved the second reading of a Bill to appropriate the sum of £93,988 out of the 

General Revenue for the service of the year 1868. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 

 The same was read accordingly a second time and the third reading fixed for Monday the 8th July. 

Adjourned to Monday the 8 July at 11 am. 

     G.S. Pascoe. 

     Asst Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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8 JULY 1867 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

The Printing in connection with the third readings of the Bills to be passed not being completed, the Council 

adjourned to Monday the 15th July at 11 am. 

     G.S. Pascoe. 

     Asst Clerk of the Council. 

______________________ 
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15 JULY 1867 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Officer Commanding the Troops 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Attorney General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr J.W. Hardey 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting of were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day was read. 

 Bills read 3rd.   

 The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

 A Bill to declare the trusts upon which Churches, Chapels and Ministers’ dwellings belonging 

to the Religious Society called Wesleyan Methodists shall be held. 

A Bill to provide for the Appropriation of the Casual Revenue of the Crown arising from 

Escheated Estates. 

A Bill to declare the Law and Practice in cases of Escheat. 

A Bill to reduce the Duty on the Importation of Tobacco intended for Sheep Wash. 

A Bill to amend the Ordinance to naturalize Bartolomi Ramis. 

A Bill for the protection of Her Majesty’s Naval and Victualling Stores. 

A Bill to facilitate proceedings by persons having claims against the Government. 

A Bill for adopting certain Acts of the Imperial Parliament. 

A Bill to amend an Ordinance intituled “An Ordinance to incorporate the National Bank of 

Australasia, and for other purposes.” 

A Bill further to amend the Laws relating to Trespasses by Live stock. 

A Bill to naturalize Herman Look. 
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A Bill to confirm the Expenditure for the services of the year 1866 beyond the grant for that 

year. 

A Bill to appropriate the sum of £93,988 out of the General Revenue for the service of the year 

1868. 

2. Bill read 1st.   

 A Bill to naturalize August Bothe was read a first time, HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR 

explaining that it was not brought forward before as instructions supporting it had only been 

received from the Secretary of State by the English Mail just arrived. 

 Standing orders suspended.   

 On the motion of HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR seconded by the Colonial Secretary it was 

resolved unanimously that the Standing Orders be suspended and a Bill to naturalize August 

Bothe was read a second time and third time and passed. 

3. Pecuniary aid to exhibitors at Melbourne exhibition.   

 Mr HARDEY wished to direct the attention of the Council to three matters which had only recently 

been brought under his notice but which he considered to be of importance.  The first had 

reference to the Melbourne Exhibition.  Several exhibitors had been put to considerable 

expense beyond what was covered by the assistance given by the Government and looking at 

the benefit the Colony would derive from being well represented he thought a further sum 

should be given to secure exhibitors against loss. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR stated that the whole management of the affairs connected 

with the Exhibition had been entrusted to a Commission and that it was desirable that any 

application for further aid should come from that Commission.  He would favourably entertain 

any reasonable recommendation emanating from them. 

4. Premium for smelting iron ore.   

 The second point referred to by Mr Hardey was the desirability of encouraging the production of Iron in 

the Colony.  With such large quantities of ore available he thought the Colony should be 

independent of importations.  He would recommend the grant of premiums of £10 for each of 

the first 10 tons of iron produced and £5 for each of the next 20 tons. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR stated that as the proposal was calculated to develop the 

resources of the Colony he would seek the advice of the Executive Council on the subject. 

5. Survey of the coast.   

 Mr HARDEY, in urging that application be made to the Home Government for the survey of the coast 

to the Northward, alluded to the recent loss of three vessels which in the absence of definite 

information he could not but refer to the great want of knowledge as to the dangers existing 

along such an extensive sea board. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR entirely concurred as to the necessity for the coast being 

surveyed, and explained that as long ago as July 1866 he had moved the Home Government to 

send a surveying vessel.  He had however received no communication from the Secretary of 

State on the subject.  As allegations had been made that he was unwilling to see any of Her 

Majesty’s ships here he quoted from letters addressed by him to Sir W Wiseman, Commodore 
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W Guise and other Officers in command of the Australian Squadron inviting them to visit 

Western Australia.  His Excellency was desirous that the question should not be discussed 

except when all the Members were present and would either adjourn the Council to allow of a 

full attendance or receive a representation from the Non Official members as Mr Hardey might 

elect.  In the latter case the question would be brought before the Executive Council. 

 Mr HARDEY stated that he would consult his brother Non Official members. 

Adjourned sine die. 

     G.E. Hampton 

     Clerk of the Council. 

____________________ 
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